REMARKS 

1 . Claim Amendment 

Applicants have amended claim 12 to more 
particularly define their invention. Applicants have added 
the word "locally" to claim 12 to further clarify that the 
compound of this invention is administered locally. 

Original support for this amendment is found, e.g., 
at p. 15, lines 10-12 and 22-27. Thus, this amendment does 
not present new matter. 

2 . Discussion 

Claims 12-17 are pending in this application and 
stand rejected for obviousness over Pines et al . (WO 
98/34617; hereafter " Pines" ) . The Examiner asserts that 
Pines teaches a "method of inhibiting scar formation, and 
promoting wound healing, wherein said method compris [es] 
administering a halofuginone compound." The Examiner further 
asserts that it would have been obvious to extend this 
teaching to apply halofuginone to a stricture, because a 
stricture is a form of scar. Applicants respectfully 
disagree . 
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The instant application teaches local 
administration of quinazolinones such as halof uginone . Pines 
neither teaches nor suggests local administration for 
inhibition of scar formation. In fact, Pines teaches away 
from local administration of halof uginone , stating that the 
direct administration of halofuginone is "impractical" 
because such treatment "can then only occur during surgical 
intervention." Similarly, Pines states that systemic [non- 
local] treatment "permits treatment without any prior 
surgical intervention, as well as pre- and post-operative 
treatment" which is critical "if complications develop 
substantially after surgery." See Pines , p. 7, lines 19-28. 

Thus, while it is true that the stricture is a 
scar, it is a specialized scar and the method of 
administration for this specialized scar taught by the 
instant application is nonobvious over the method of 
administration taught by Pines for scar types in general. 
Applicants have amended claim 12 to reflect this distinction. 
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For the above reasons, applicants request that the 
Examiner withdraw the outstanding rejections, enter the new 
amendments and grant allowance to the pending claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JameT l^Ha^ey , Jr^ (Reg. No. 27,794) 
Barbara A. Ruskin (Reg. No. 39,350) 
Shilpi A. Banerjee (Reg. No. 53,965) 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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